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“Love seeketh not itself to please,
Not for itself hath any care,
But for another gives its ease, 
And builds a Heaven in Hell´s despair.”

So sung a Little Clod of Clay 
Trodden with the cattle´s feet, 
But a Pebble of the brook 
Warbled out these metres meet:

“Love seeketh only self to please, 
To bind another to its delight, 
Joys in another´s loss of ease,
And builds a Hell in Heaven´s despite.” 

Background
George Herbert lived during the late 16th and early 
17th century. He died early and never enjoyed robust 
health. Educated at Cambridge University, he could 
have chosen and got a position at the Court. But 
surprisingly he chose to be a vicar at a small parish 
near Salisbury. Most of the poems written by Herbert 
are like spiritual autobiographies. Most of them are 
concerned with his struggle with doctrine and faith 
and the subsequent acceptance of the Church of 
England. His poems reveal a man of great intelligence 
who invested or put in a lot time and effort in his works which 
turned out to be beautiful and shrouded with mystery.
Metaphorical Inferences
This is a poem that can be read at several levels. On 
the one hand, it can be a dialogue between a guest 
and the host of a feast. It can also be interpreted as 
a dialogue between Herbert and God. It can also be 
a conversation between a pilgrim’s soul and God. 
Herbert’s Love can be classed as a piece belonging to 
the Metaphysical school of poetry which employed a 
rich profusion of metaphors. This poem is marked by 
genuine emotion. Herbert seems to be conscious of 
his lack of credentials to be present at God’s feast or 
communion. He is “dust” and is marked by the original 
sin. His eyes are not worthy of gazing at God, he says. 
God tells him, he made those eyes, therefore, they are 
worthy. The host explains to the guest “sweetly” why 
his presence at the feast is honorable. When the guest 
is unwilling to accede to God’s request, his tone changes 
and he imperiously “tells” the guest to sit and eat.
Herbert personifi es God as a being fi lled with love. 
The guest who is Herbert or an ordinary Christian 
longs to go in and meet God and gaze at his face. 
But he is keenly aware of his unworthiness as he 
considers himself a mortal who is guilty of the original 
sin. Seeing him shrink back, God approaches him 
and asks him what he needs. The guest wants to be 
inside but feels he does not deserve this honor. He is 
ashamed of himself and does not deem his eyes fi t 
or worthy to gaze upon God, but God counters that 
argument saying that those eyes were made by God 
Himself. God pacifi es the guest by saying that He died 
on the cross for expiation of the sin of man. Brooking 
no further argument the host forces the guest to sit 
and partake of the feast.

It's Springtime, Poets 
write on 

Kathleen Raine
(1908-2003) was 
a British poet who 
believed in the 
sacred nature of all 
life, all true art and 
wisdom, and her 
own calling. She 
knew as a small child 
that poetry was her 
vocation.

She was the author of twelve books of 
poetry, four of autobiography, and much 
scholarly work, particularly on Blake and  
Yeats. She was one of the founders of the 
Temenos Review, of which she later became 
sole editor, and the Temenos Academy of 
Integral Studies which received vital support 
of Prince Charles through his patronage, 
both committed to what Raine referred to as 
"Learning of the Imagination". 
She was awarded the Queen's Gold Medal 
for Poetry in 1992 and, in 2000, was made 
both a CBE and a Commandeur de L'Ordre 
des Arts et des Lettres.
Kathleen's life had its pleasures, but much 
pain. She was beautiful and intelligent, and 
knew the passions of the heart and body as 
well as the immortal longings of the soul. 
There were love affairs, marriages, partings.
After her greatest love - for the naturalist 
Gavin Maxwell - proved disastrous, she 
renounced personal emotions, and judged 
her own part in these dramas with ruthless 
severity. Threads of sorrow, regret and 
loneliness run through her four volumes of 
autobiography, as well as through her poetry. 
Her poetry is infused with the urge to 
approach the sacred through art, insisting 
- in 'Who are We?' - that we are "Presences 
of that omnipresence without end or 
beginning". The sacred is understood in a 
wide and inclusive sense, one in which there 
is room for Plato, Jesus, Buddha and Shiva, 
all alongside a visionary understanding of 
smaller things.  
Her poetry is committed to the 
transcendental outlook, that re-opens 
its readers, its listeners, to a sense of the 
sublime.

Full of desire I lay, the sky wounding me,
Each cloud a ship without me sailing, each 

tree 
Possessing what my soul lacked, tranquility.

Waiting for the longed-for voice to speak 
Through the mute telephone, my body grew 

weak 
With the well-known and mortal death, 

heartbreak.

The language I knew best, my human speech 
Forsook my fingers, and out of reach 

Were Homer’s ghosts, and the savage conches 
of the beach.

Then I saw every visible substance turn 
Into immortal, every cell new born 

Burned with the holy fire of passion.

This world I saw as on her judgement day 
When the war ends, and the sky rolls away,

And all is light, love, and eternity.

PASSION

Love
The poem provides two thought-provoking 
interpretations regarding love. The fi rst, which is given 
by a clod of clay, reasons that love is selfl ess and that 
“Love seeketh not itself to please.”
The second, which is given by a pebble, is that love is 
selfi sh and that “Love seeketh only self to please.”
Because the word love is personifi ed throughout the 
poem, it is reasonable to believe that Blake was speaking 
not specifi cally of love, but of human nature in general. 

The Clod of Clay
• The clod of clay, which speaks fi rst in the poem, 
represents a naïve perception of the world. 
• The clod symbolizes innocence to the experience of love. 
• The clod displays a sense of hope and selfl essness, 
which based on the pebble’s perspective, diminish 
with experience. In the poem, the clod of clay is 
“trodden with cattle’s feet” which represents its true, 
self-sacrifi cing nature. 
• The clod has been “Trodden with the cattle’s feet,” 
so that it is malleable, but also easily shaped to the 
will of others. 
• The clod in Blake’s poem is a metaphor for a selfl ess, 
pure kind of love. 

The Pebble
• The pebble symbolizes experience in love which is 
very different from the inexperienced clod of clay. 
The pebble offers a version of love that is based on 
fulfi lling the needs of the self over others.  The pebble 
looks “to please the self using the beloved as a mean 
to that end even if this includes bondage and the 
beloved’s “loss of ease”” (Essick). 
•  It seems that the experience of love has taught the 
pebble to build a barrier of defence and hurt others, 
rather than be hurt.
• The pebble has been hardened by its time in the 
brook and therefore offers resistance to any who 
would seek to use it for their own ends. The pebble is 
the perfect metaphor for selfi shness. A pebble is hard, 
and it will not change. Just like the selfi sh love that the 
pebble represents. The pebble is also experienced 
and has lost its innocence, unlike the clod. However, the 
pebble builds a hell on earth for everyone around him. 

Love bade me welcome. Yet my soul drew back 
Guilty of dust and sin.
But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack 
From my first entrance in,
Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning,
If I lacked any thing.
A guest, I answered, worthy to be here:
Love said, You shall be he.
I the unkind, ungrateful? Ah my dear,
I cannot look on thee.
Love took my hand, and smiling did reply,
Who made the eyes but I?
Truth Lord, but I have marred them: let 
my shame
Go where it doth deserve.
And know you not, says Love, who bore 
the blame?
My dear, then I will serve.
You must sit down, says Love, and taste 
my meat:
So I did sit and eat.

THE CLOD AND THE PEBBLE LOVE
William Blake George Herbert
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Callao Events

It’s sweet, tasty and 
juicy. It’s easy to eat 
with a spoon. It comes 
from Spain, South 
Africa and America.

CHIRIMOYA

It’s really sweet with 
a lot of small black 
seeds. It’s common in 
Central America.

PITAYA

There are two types: 
one is sweet and sour 
and the other is sweet. 
The Stone in the 
centre of the fruit can 
be toxic. People eat it 
in South America.

RAMBUTAN

Similar to a sweet 
potato, it’s common 
in America. It’s full of 
antioxidants.

CAMOTE MORADO
If you eat lemons and 
limes after eating the 
miracle fruit, they 
taste sweet.

MIRACLE FRUIT

It is cultivated in 
Spain, Middle East 
and Japan. It’s usually 
brown, red and really 
juicy.

GRANADA

It comes from Japan. 
It’s purple, very 
soft and tender. It’s 
possible to eat akebi 
for only two weeks 
a year.

AKEBI

It’s round, brown and 
hairy and it has green 
fl esh.  There are a lot 
of tiny black seeds 
in the fruit. It’s my 
favourite fruit!

KIWI

Children III / Mon- Wed  16:00- 17:15

Children I / Mon- Wed  17:15- 18:30

Barrio Norte Style

Children I / Fridays 17:30 

Thank you, María del Pilar Marchesi

Fancy Dress

Exotic Fruit
Thank you, Romina Arcaro!
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Children III / Villa Crespo  / Thank you, Naty López!



There has been a lot of talk about 
democracy recently. International events 
have endangered the system and protests 
at the national level have questioned its 
validity. The term itself hides its own 
complexity. In English, Spanish, French 
and Portuguese, the term stems from the 
same etymological root: Greek. In Greek 
the term is compound. It comes from 
demos, a word that means “people” and 
kratia, a term referring to “government”. 
So the single item that we understand as 
one, is in fact a binary term, comprising 
two ideas that converge to create one. 
The phenomenon is called “borrowing” 
and it does not only happen with the 
term “democracy”. Words like “mousse” 
or “souffl é” are borrowings from French. 

DID YOU KNOW?

Why does this happen? Simply because 
the countries which invent the referents 
to certain words are the ones which coin 
the terms we later call them by, and the 
French are ahead of other countries in 
gastronomy. That is the reason why we 
refer to the computer mouse in Spanish 
with the exact same word in English, and 
we even say “clickear” for the action we 
perform with it. 
It was the Greeks who thought that 
political systems should be debated 
and that different parts of the social 
body could rule the lives of some to the 
detriment of others. What part of the 
“people” governs our lives nowadays in 
the democratic systems that pervade the 
contemporary world?

14 15

Students from the CAE course, in Flores, 
discussed the notion of DEMOCRACY and in 
groups talked about the implications that the 
term had for them.
They made spider-grams with their ideas and 
then used them to practice speaking along the 
lines of the CAE exam.
This is what they came up with:
Antonella, Florencia and Nicolás discussed the 
yellow card and said that corruption is every 
day presented by the media and it is pretty 
much connected to the history of our country. 
Presidents must have a strong personality 
because our democracy is fundamentally 
charismatic. People vote mainly according 
to what is economically convenient for them, 
regardless of ideology. It is positive that people 
express their opinions nowadays in a free 
fashion, not only in private circles but also in 
the media.
Ezequiel, Fabricio and Paul analysed the ideas 
in the pink card and believe that vote is not 

OUR MODERN

mandatory in every country and the same 
should be the case in Argentina. Parliament 
is a body in which people do not have direct 
decision making and yet its decisions affect 
the whole population, which is something that 
should be somewhat modifi ed. It is positive 
that we no longer believe the President should 
be male. It is important to understand that a 
government to balance its ideas and not be too 
inclined towards a specifi c ideology.
Finally, Fernanda and Carolina discussed the 
ideas in the orange card and mentioned that it 
is sometimes hard to respect people’s opinions 
but we should make an effort to overcome that 
diffi culty. Most people are not aware of the 
history of democracy with all its varied forms 
along the years of western political life. Short 
term governments should be a good way to 
guarantee parties’ changes. Laws should 
be passed after really long discussions in 
Parliament to ensure the majority of people’s 
benefi t.

WORLD
Democracy

CAE / Flores



Stories by Level 3 Adrogue

Thank you, Romina Lojko!

Chill Out with Adrogue

Stories by Level III / Thank you, Romina Lojko!


